FIRST OVER EVEREST
only reasonable to surmise, depend upon the wind and its
effect. One uses the word "effect" advisedly, for the wind is
there and possessed of immense velocity. On the other hand, the
mass or weight of the air is only about a third of that at sea-level
and might well have a correspondingly diminished effect in
blowing snow accumulated during the winter from off the
summit in spring. In any event, it was stretching the imagina-
tion to assume that there could be even as much as a hundred
feet of such snow remaining in the spring.
These figures therefore added together as follows:
Error of refraction    	         say 150 feet
Error due to gravitational attraction affecting
thelevels		       60 to 100 „
Various errors possible from observation,
inaccuracies of levels and instruments...   say 20 to 30 „
Snow possible up to		100 „
The maximum of these totals amounts to a possible 380
feet. It was, of course, highly improbable that these errors
would be present and all tending in the same direction, but the
figure was one large enough to warrant consideration when
planning the flight.1
To those unacquainted with Mount Everest and the tangle
of peaks of the Himalayas, it may seem a little strange that die
stupendous crest, only 120 miles from the level plains, towering
up for 29,000 feet almost sheer, should remain so long undis-
covered. However, die lesser mountains, almost too numerous
to mention, lying between it and those valleys of Sikkim and
Nepal, peopled by kindly races of men, overshadowed by their
nearness the great peak itself. For example, from Darjeeling,
the tremendous massif of Kangchenjunga, towers up from
a few miles away, whilst Makalu obtrudes itself between the
traveller and Everest. Similarly, from the foothills of Nepal
the impenetrable, all-pervading, dust haze rising purple from
lThc writers axe indebted for these; figures, to the classic work of Sir Sidney
Burrard and Sir Henry Haydcn.
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